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Mitigate or Die
THIS year of 2010 has been declared by the United Nations as Year of Bio-diversity,

in another effort to encourage peoples, agencies and governments to take steps to
preserve or repair the ecology - where plants, animals, sundry organisms and us
humans live closely and interdependently with one another.  Wish that we were not as
technologically-sophisticated as the Navis are in the sci-film “Atavar” and so could
do a much better job in protecting the planet and its diverse inhabitants.  But instead,
with our vaunted knowledge and machines we have been abusing and hurting badly
Mother Nature since the start of the Industrial Age some 200 years ago.

In his World Day of Peace message last January 1, Pope Benedict XVI implored on
people to shed off their lifestyle of wasteful consumption and materialism to ease up
on our excessive and increasingly destructive use of natural resources.   The pres-
tigious Worldwatch Institute also recently warned that unless the rate of global

warming and depletion of natural resources is curbed to levels recommended by
scientists, Earth’s crazed climate will wreak worsening apocalyptic havoc on human
populations.

But even if there were a thoroughgoing agreement in Copenhagen last December
though, it is likely that mankind has actually crossed the point of no return in our
destruction of the global environment. As a major indicator of this inevitable apoca-
lypse, the meltdown of all ice caps is accelerating and being completely irreversible,
it would likely result in the gradual but eventually total devastation of the global
climate.  In a worst but not too farfetched scenario, predictions of sea rise, extreme
and destructive weather conditions, drought and famine, wars over water and en-
ergy shortages, epidemics from the breakdown of biodiversity and similar catastro-
phes will all come true.

Eventually, very severe climate conditions could incapacitate life-sustaining tech-
nologies and industries like food production, seriously threatening human exist-
ence around the world. Living aboveground may become unviable if not impossible
because of hellish atmospheric conditions.  To repair the human-induced destruc-
tion, Earth may naturally enter a new geological age in which human civilization as
we know it today cannot exist or continue.

In the meantime, all that enlightened, concerned local communities can do is to miti-
gate the ill effects of climates gone amok.   Where there is found a collective will and
grassroots resolve, people should reforest or preserve their trees to ensure the
availability of fresh water, replant or preserve mangroves to nurture their marine
resources and biodiversity and thereby prevent epidemics.  They should find ways
to safely and efficiently dispose of garbage and industrial wastes. They should
recycle their goods to optimize the use of materials and energy and use green
energy technologies.

For the Philippines, it is useless for its citizens to expect their politicians or local and
national governments to do something meaningfully positive for the environment.
On top of paying lip service to environmental protection or passing laws that are
never enforced, politicians and bureaucrats regularly receive bribes to look the
other way whenever environmental laws are violated.  No pro-environment pro-
grams are actually implemented long enough to make a difference.

 Hence, this critical burden becomes the responsibility of the people themselves.  The
life and death effort can begin with social movements and advocacies on the part of
sectoral groups.  In the face of the eventual total collapse of Nature, all that a local
society like Zamboanga’s can do is to forestall this apocalypse through mitigation
measures.  And there is no time to lose anymore, the time to advocate and to act is
now.

Pope Urges Pro-Environment Lifestyle Change
If you want to cultivate peace, protect

creation.

This is the title as well as theme of Pope
Benedict XVI’s World Day of Peace
message, which he delivered at the Vatican
on New Year’s Eve.

Expressing his deep personal concern over
the deteriorating condition of the global
ecology, the Pope called for a comprehen-
sive change in lifestyles away from
materialism and consumerism to one that
requires a more modest, moderate and
responsible use of Earth’s natural re-
sources.

“It is becoming more and more evident that the
issue of environmental degradation challenges
us to examine our life-style and the prevailing
models of consumption and production, which
are often unsustainable from a social, envi-
ronmental and even economic point of view,”
the Pope said.

“We are all responsible for the protection and
care of the environment. This responsibility
knows no boundaries. In accordance with the
principle of subsidiarity it is important for ev-
eryone to be committed at his or her proper
level, working to overcome the prevalence of
particular interests. A special role in raising

awareness and information belongs to the dif-
ferent groups present in civil society and to the
non-governmental organizations which work
with determination and generosity for the
spread of ecological responsibility, responsi-
bility which should be ever more deeply an-

chored in respect for
‘human ecology’,” he
said in Vatican’s tradi-
tional January 1 mes-
sage.

Peace Advocates
Zamboanga (PAZ)
president Fr. Angel
Calvo, CMF in re-
sponse to the Holy
Pontiff’s message has
urged all sectors in the

region to take up pro-active, well-planned and
long-term actions to preserve and improve
the local environment and health of natural
resources.   Fr. Calvo noted that the local
economy remains highly agricultural and ma-
jority of the population depends on agricul-
tural production for their economic well-being.
Agriculture, he said, is in turn highly depen-
dent upon the ecology, including marine re-
sources, such that rural poverty is directly as-
sociated with a depleted local environment.

“Sad to say, it is all too evident that large numbers
of people in different countries and areas of our
planet are experiencing increased hardship
because of the negligence or refusal of many
others to exercise responsible stewardship over
the environment,” the Pope said.

In calling for lifestyle change, the Pope said
that “Humanity needs a profound cultural
renewal; it needs to rediscover those
values which can serve as the solid basis
for building a brighter future for all. Our
present crises – be they economic, food-
related, environmental or social – are
ultimately also moral crises, and all of them
are interrelated. They require us to rethink
the path which we are traveling together.
Specifically, they call for a lifestyle marked
by sobriety and solidarity, with new rules
and forms of engagement.”

These children living in the upland barrio of La
Paz, Zamboanga City regularly carry heavy loads
of vegetables raised and later to be sold by their
parents in the city’s public and flea markets.
There are a few thousands of these families,
among the poorest of the poor, eking a living in
the logged over mountains.
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ZamboPen Economy
in 2010: Uhmm, Ahh,
Well. . .

By Darwin Wally Wee

ZAMBOANGA CITY  –
BUSINESS leaders and economic planners in this regional capital

are all one in projecting that 2010 is a test of time if the local
economy will improve or not.

Nazrullah B. Manzur, regional director of the Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI), said this year faces a great challenge to strike a
positive change in terms of economic activity, particularly for
Zamboanga Peninsula.

According to him, the upcoming national election will also play an
important role that will determine the future course of the region,
not to mention the entire country.

Among the challenges for this year are climate, change which has
been taking its toll in the agribusiness sector, the looming power
crisis, the unstable security condition for this region, and unravel-
ing process between the government and the MILF.

Zamboanga Peninsula, which is composed of the provinces of
Zamboanga del Norte, Zamboanga del Sur, Zamboanga Sibugay,
and the chartered cities of Zamboanga and Isabela, is known for its
sardines, seaweed, coconut, and
rubber products.

But with its proximity to the conflict-
prone provinces of Basilan and Sulu, a
negative image problem has been

affecting the inflow of investment.

Manzur said investment for the first six
months of this year is not expected to
bes bright, saying that business
leaders and investors will rather wait
for the results of the elections.

“There will be not much movement but
we expect a change after the election,”
he said.

Jaime J. A. Rivera, secretary general and
executive director of the Basilan
Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
Inc., warned that the election also
poses violence among politicians.

“On a positive note, the possibility of
the fastest election vote count ever in
our country’s history; possibility of
early elections for autonomous Muslim
region; but election-related violence
and  the possibility of massive
cheating, vote-rigging or system-wide
failures in COMELEC’s (Commission
on Elections) new automated elections.
The more we change...somehow, the
more we stay the same,” he said.

Edgar B. Lim, president of the Industrial
Group of Zamboanga, said that
exporters in this region particularly in
the marine industry will expect a
rebound from the losses they incurred
during the global financial crisis that
started on the later months of 2008.

“We expect the start of economic

recovery this year in the United States
and European Union, our biggest
markets in terms of marine products,”
he said.  He said there has been a
steady increase of demand for this

product abroad.
However, Lin fears the threat of a power

crisis to local processors and manufac-
turers.  “We are lagging behind in the
investment in power plants to generate
electricity,” he said.

Amid the challenges, business sector in
Southwestern Mindanao remain
positive in their outlook, particularly
when the government and the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) could
strike a deal this year.

“The prospect of better economic
development is highly anticipated
particularly in agro-fishery, oil, and
other land resources hopefully under
the regime of peace,” Lim said,
referring to the positive development
of the ongoing peace negotiation
between the government and the
Moro rebels.

These factors, according to
Undersecretary Virgilio Leyretana,
chair of Mindanao Economic Develop-
ment Council (MEDCO) will be crucial
not only to Zamboanga Peninsula but
the whole Mindanao island as well.

According to him, the agriculture sector
that includes fishery and forestry,
which accounts almost 50% of the
region’s economy, is expect to grow by
5% this 2010, citing the expansion of
farm lands and robust fishery produc-
tions.

He said although the drought brought by
an El Nino is expect to adversely affect
the agriculture sector, the sardines
industry will likely improve saying that
“fish catches are good during this
phenomenon.”

Canning and bottled sardine, which
plays a significant factor in the local
economy, are expected to improve its
performance by 5.5%, MEDCO said.

Leyretana said the investment perfor-

mance in Zamboanga Peninsula could
be determined if “there is a strong and
sustained support from the local
government units, private sector, and
national line agencies in promoting
investment in the region.”

“More importantly, the stability and
security of the region must be ensured
to attract new players from pouring in
fresh funds for a long term growth of
the region,” he added.

To make up for production shortfalls, the Philippines continues to
import rice, such as this batch from Vietnam being unloaded recently at
one of Mindanao’s seaports.  Below,  a Badjao couple row their way to
Zamboanga City’s seaport to sell their souvenir items to arriving and
departing ship passengers.

Zamboanga del Norte Mayors Join Peace Process Gab in Dipolog
 THE Department of Interior and Local

Government (DILG) and Office of the
Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process
(OPAPP) conducted anew another in a
series of local-level consultations with
Mindanao local government executives
and Congressional representatives relative
to the GRP-MILF peace process in
partnership with Western Mindanao State
University-Center for Peace and
Development and Peace Advocates
Zamboanga last January 7-8, which was
held at Top Plaza Hotel, Dipolog City.

The two-day activity was a follow-up
to a perceived failed similar activity
conducted by the government panel in the

city last December 15 - 16 in Zamboanga
City.

Unlike the earlier consultation, the
Dipolog City conference was well
coordinated with all the participants
properly informed beforehand.  With
sufficient notification, the Zamboanga del
Norte consultation was attended by over
40 local government chief executives,
including Zamboanga City Mayor Celso
Lobregat.

At the gathering, Lobregat reiterated
his position addressed to GRP panel chief

cont. on page 11... Zamboanga...
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WMSU, Other Mindanao State Universities,
To Intensify
Peace Education
after Malaysian
Summit
THE Mindanao Association of State Colleges and Universities

Foundation (MASCUF) of which Western Mindanao State
University is a member signed a Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MOU) with Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) 6 to facili-
tate academic, research, and other non-academic collabora-
tions and exchanges between USM and MASCUF’s member
institutions.

The signing was made during the visit by over 37 SUC presi-
dents from Mindanao and officials of the Office of the Presi-
dential Adviser on the Peace Process (OPAPP) and Commis-
sion on Higher Education to USM from January 12 to 17. The
visit consisted of a Conference dubbed as “Mindanao Educa-
tors Peace Summit” whose theme was “Transforming the Con-
flict in Mindanao Through Peace Education and Quality Higher
Education.”   It was jointly organized by
the Research and Education for Peace
of the USM (REPUSM), the Southeast
Asia Conflict Network (SEACSN), the
Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA) and MASCUF

WMSU President Dr. Grace J. Rebollos ini-
tiated the summit as a follow-up to last
year’s COP (Consolidation for Peace) 3
Mindanao conference held in Penang in
January last year. Peace Advocates
Zamboanga president Fr. Angel Calvo
was one of the resource persons of CoP3.

“The summit hopes to ‘help harness edu-
cational leadership for peace and devel-
opment in the Southern Philippines by
providing a venue for conversation –
analysis, visioning, and action - towards
peace education.  It also intends to pro-
vide an opportunity for learning from the
performance of a leading Asian center
of academic institutional excellence to-
wards affordable quality higher educa-
tion (as a contribution to peace) in
Mindanao’”, an  earlier news story said.

Dr. Rebollos said the summit opened the
eyes and sensitized the SUC heads to

the urgent imperative for their institu-
tions to undertake activities and projects
in areas like peace education, advocacy,
conflict transformation and the political
resolution of the Bangsamoro war.

On the last day of the visit, MASCUF also
signed and issued the”Penang Declara-
tion for Peace 2010", at the Parkroyal Ho-
tel in Battu Ferringhi, in Penang, where
USM is located.

The “seven-point declaration and four-
point action agenda”, according to a
Mindanews report, called for the follow-
ing action by the SUCs: “ promote peace
education;  implement Executive Order
570 by institutionalizing peace educa-
tion in SUCs in Mindanao; collaborate
among SUCs in undertaking peace edu-
cation programs in areas of instruction,
research and community extension; rec-
ommend to the Commission on Higher
Education the identification of regional
peace consortia, together with other civil
society groups, and to appropriate funds
therefore;

“Strengthen MASCUF as a Peace Network
working together for a common agenda

and sharing its resources;  recommend
to the Office of the President the (issu-
ance of an executive order on the) ob-
servance of Muslim and Indigenous
People’s (Lumads) holidays all through-
out Mindanao.; and that  MASCUF as a
Peace Network should be involved in
the national agenda for peace process.”

“The sectors’ action agenda are as follows:
strengthen the implementation of EO 127
promoting the Mindanao Week of Peace;
promotion of cultural unity in diversity
through solidarity activities and commu-
nication and education materials, not
only in Mindanao, but throughout the
country; increase networking and link-
ages with international and national part-
ners for peace; and development of a
Mindanao peace research and commu-
nity extension agenda,” report further
said.

Peace Presidential Adviser Annabelle
Abaya, Dr. Hja Luningning Umar, com-
missioner of the Philippines’ Commis-
sion on Higher Education, Tan Sri Prof.
Dzullkifli Abdul Razak, vice-chancellor
of the Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM),

Professors Rudy Rodil, Mindanao his-
torian and peace advocate and Abhoud
Syed Lingga of the Cotabato City-based
Institute of Bangsamoro Studies;
Masatoshi Takahashi, Senior Represen-
tative of the Japan International Coop-
eration Agency (JICA) in Malaysia,
Sachiko Ishikawa, Senior Advisor of the
JICA Tokyo Office, Kazuhiko Shimizu,
Deputy Director of the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, Japan were among the offi-
cials who participated in the unprec-
edented summit.

At the Malaysian university, Associate
Professor Dr. Kamarulzaman Askandar,
Coordinator of REPUSM, spearheaded
the summit.  Dr. Rebollos said REPUSM
is run mostly by volunteer students and
faculty members.

As a result of the Penang experience,
MASCUF schools will form regional
peace consortia among themselves and
civil society groups, Dr. Rebollos said.
In WMSU, she will also form a “peace
corps” that will initiate peace education
programs in the curricula, researches,
and advocacies.

Retired Professor Yacub Launches College Scholarship Grant
GOLDEN Crescent Peace Center (GCPC)

Executive Director retired Prof. Ali T.
Yacub has launched a scholarship grant
to support the study of Mass Communi-
cations by a qualified, needy student at
the Western Mindanao State University
(WMSU) starting in school year 2010-
2011.

Yacub said the “Prof. Ali T. Yacub – Golden

Crescent Scholarship”, as he has offi-
cially dubbed it, will initially be offered
only to a Muslim student.  The scholar-
ship will be administered by the La
Hermandad Zamboanga Foundation,
Inc. (LHFI), which has an ongoing schol-
arship program for several college stu-
dents in the city.  Yacub said he has al-
ready turned over the scholarship fund

to LHFI.

“I believe my partnership with (LHFI) in
sharing what little we have with our less
fortunate brothers/sisters is not only a
privilege but on honor for me”, he told
the civic organization which is based in
Manila in a recent letter.

He has also set the guidelines for the schol-

arship, among which are: the Muslim stu-
dent completed high school with an av-
erage grade of 85% and passed
WMSU’s College Entrance Test (CET)
with a score of 85% or higher and pref-
erably orphaned or comes from an indi-
gent or jobless parents.  Moreover, the
applicant is also preferably an awardee
of the Golden Crescent Award for either
academic excellence, leadership or

PENANG SUMMIT. Dr. Victor Barroso, president of the Mindanao Associaton of State Universities and
Colleges (in barong) after the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding with the Universiti Sains
Malaysia (USM) represented by Prof. Ahmad Shukri Mustapa Kamal, Deputy Vice Chancellor for Aca-
demic and International Affairs (right). Commissioner Luningning Umar (left) witnessed the signing at
the start of the four-day Mindanao Educators Peace Summit on January 12. Photo courtesy of REPUSM/
Mindanews



5Peace Works Vol. IX No. 1

JUSTICE NOW. Widows of some media victims of the Nov. 23
massacre in Ampatuan, Maguindanao sign their affidavit of
complaint against Maj. Gen. Alfredo Cayton who was relieved as 6th
Infantry Division and Col. Medardo Geslani, who was also relieved
as 601st Infantry Battalion chief, at the office of the Deputy
Ombudsman for Mindanao in Davao City for “dereliction of duties,
gross negligence and acts of oppression.” They were assisted by lawyer
Harry Roque . MIndaNews photo by Froilan Gallardo

City’s Interfaith Group...

today’s public agenda.   Last November as
part of the Week of Peace 2009 celebra-
tion, IRSMP members visited the
Subanon stronghold of Lintangan
barangay in Sibuco, Zamboanga del
Norte to unveil a peace marker and make
a religious pilgrimage to a Muslim shrine
located along its beach.

To set the tone and priorities of IRSMP’s
directions in 2010, Fr. Calvo in his wel-
come remarks said the group should fo-

social conflict.  He urged IRSMP mem-
bers to take pro-active steps this year to
push forward the peace process.

In the same meeting, Dr. Rufina Cruz, West-
ern Mindanao State University
(WMSU) executive assistant of univer-
sity president Dr. Grace Rebollos, re-
ported on the accomplishments of this
January’s peace summit held at the
Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) located
in Penang, Malaysia in which some 30
of Mindanao’s State university and col-

cus on two critical processes this year.
These are the national elections in May
and the revived peace talks between the
Philippine government and the Moro Is-
lamic Liberation Front (MILF).  He said
the election poses a challenge to civil so-
cieties in Mindanao like the IRSMP to do
their share to help ensure that it shall be
peaceful and honest.

Regarding the peace talks in Kuala Lumpur,
Fr. Calvo said civil society in Mindanao
have been invited by government to ar-
ticulate the sectoral and grassroot recom-
mendations and concerns of their com-
munities with regards to the anticipated
peace deal but especially as well for a long-
term solution to the 40-year old regional

lege presidents participated.  One of the
outcomes of the summit is an agreement
among the university presidents to link
with civil society groups like the IRSMP
to undertake peace-making projects in
the coming months.  The summit was
initiated by Dr. Rebollos, who is also
vice-president of PAZ.

The upcoming trip of four IRSMP mem-
bers to West Papua, a province in Indo-
nesia also called Irian Jaya, was also dis-
cussed.  The Muslim and Christian lead-
ers of the culturally- and politically-con-
flicted Indon province have invited the
IRSMP to send a delegation to partici-
pate in their Day of Peace celebration
on February 5.

Despite
Ma guindanao

Atr ocities ,
Violence

Continues to
Assail

Mediamen
ZAMBOANGA CITY –
HARASSMENTS and

threats of death to
journalists in this
country still continue
amid the overwhelm-
ing demand by global
media to stamp vio-
lence against the
fourth estate, which
have gained interna-
tional concern follow-
ing the killings of
more than 30 commu-

nity media in Mindanao in November last year, which was seen as the worst single
attack in the history of international press.

In this month alone, at least three incidents of harassments were recorded by the
National Union of Journalist of the Philippines (NUJP).

The worst incident occurred on January 8, when unidentified gunmen ambushed but
failed to kill Eugene Paet Y Piano, 49, a radio commentator of DWRS Commando
Radio station, in Vigan, Ilocos Sur.

Reports received by NUJP said that Paet, known among members of the local media
community as “Commando Uno”, was heading home after his program at his radio
station when waylaid by the gunmen.

In another incident, pathetic as they said, Presidential Security Group (PSG) prevented
Cirilo Renduque, cameraman of GMA-7 in Iloilo City, from coming near President
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo because he was wearing a shirt demanding justice for
victims of the Ampatuan massacre.

“In an insensitive, arrogant and high-handed manner, the PSG personnel prevented
Renduque and reporter Fabian Paderes from approaching and getting video foot-
ages at the tarmac of the Iloilo Airport during the arrival of the President on Tuesday,

January 12,” NUJP Ilo-Ilo Chapter said.

The group said despite repeatedly show-
ing their identification cards accredited
by the Philippine Information Agency
and the Media Accreditation and Rela-
tions Office of the Office of the Press

S e c r e t a r y,
Renduque and
Paderes were not
allowed to enter
the tarmac be-
cause the camera-
man was wearing
a black shirt em-
blazoned with
“Stop Killing
Journalists” and
the names of 27
journalists who
were among those
butchered in
Ampatuan town
in Maguindanao
on November 23,

2009.

“When has this become a security threat
to the President? Is this offensive to
the highest official of the land? Didn’t

Cont. on page 10/Despite...

Subanon tribal chief Noval Lambo (left) formally turns over a “sacred cane” of his tribe to
Inter-Religious Solidarity Movement for Peace lead convenor Fr. Angel Calvo during the
interfaith group’s monthly meeting this January at the Solidarity Center of Peace Advocates
Zamboanga.  Lambo said the special gesture is for his tribe’s grateful acknowledgment of
IRSMP’s string of efforts to assist them in their social, cultural and economic concerns.

JUSTICE NOW. Widows of some media victims of the Nov. 23
massacre in Ampatuan, Maguindanao sign their affidavit of
complaint against Maj. Gen. Alfredo Cayton who was relieved as 6th
Infantry Division and Col. Medardo Geslani, who was also relieved
as 601st Infantry Battalion chief, at the office of the Deputy
Ombudsman for Mindanao in Davao City for “dereliction of duties,
gross negligence and acts of oppression.” They were assisted by lawyer
Harry Roque . MIndaNews photo by Froilan Gallardo

HOPE. Pag-asa, the first Philippine Eagle conceived and hatched in captivity in this
1992 file photo courtesy of the Philippine Eagle Foundation.   The United Nations
has declared 2010 as Year of Bio-Diversity.
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Sulu Task Force To Be Organized
Vs. Poll Violence
 JOLO, SULU –
ELECTIONS in the Philippines have always been marked by widespread violence, espe-

cially in the areas of the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM).  Sulu
Province as part of the ARMM is one of the election “hotspots” identified by security
authorities and the Commission on Election (COMELEC).

This is the reason why the newly-organized
Ulangig Mindanao, Inc. (UMI) has called for a
multi-stakeholder planning workshop during
one weekend this January to address or pre-
vent the possible occurrence of election-re-
lated violence in the province. Part of the reso-
lution reached during the two-day workshop
is the creation of multi-sectoral Task Force
Kahanungan (peace) aimed to insure vio-
lence-free election.

“We feel the need to engage all the concerned

sectors – military, police, religious leaders, non-
government organizations (NGOs) and civil
society groups (CSOs) – to be part of solving
this long-time dilemma of ours,” said UMI Sec-
retary General Dr. Sahie Udjah.

“On top of this workshop and the creation of TF
Kahanungan, we wish to have peaceful, hon-
est and credible election comes 2010,” he said
during the opening program of the even held
from January 16-17 at the Sulu State College
Hostel, this town.

In an interview, Udjah confided that Ulangig
Mindanao is forecasting a “bloody” election
this year in Sulu. “Thus an immediate response
from us – the stakeholders – is very much
needed,” he said.  

This assessment of the UMI is confirmed by the
security forces. AFP’s Task Force Comet Com-
mander Brigadier General Rustico Guererro
said besides the powerful political parties con-
tending for different positions in the province,
the threats of Abu Sayyaf and some rough
members of the Moro National Liberation Front
(MNLF) are still high in the province.

In his security briefing presented on the first day
of the workshop, Guerrero presented some of
the violent incidents that the military recorded
for the past months. The 17   violent incidents
recorded included bombings of bridges, tele-
communication towers and other infrastruc-
tures including the latest explosion in Catholic
Cathedral in Jolo topping those incidents.

In relation to the fast-approaching election in May,
Guerrero also admitted that his troops might
not be sufficient to guard every precinct. “We
still have to thresh out the clustering (of polling
precincts) with the COMELEC and PNP,” he
revealed.

 
”We are also wary of some MNLF members being

partisans in this election considering their chair-
man, Nur Misuari is also running for gover-
nor,” he said.   Besides Misuari, the incum-
bent governor Abdulsakur Tan is seeking re-
election while the province’s second district .
Representative Munir Arbison is also running
for the province’s highest electoral post.

The threats of the private armies are also high in
the province. AFP’s Western Mindanao Com-
mand (Wesmincom) has identified more than
20 non-state forces existing in the province.

On top of those, Sulu is still under the “state of
emergency.” The provincial government  de-
clared the entire province under emergency
rule following the kidnapping of the volun-
teers of the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC). The victims - including
a Swiss and Italian nationals and a Filipina
– were released last year but the state of

emergency is still in force.  

With this complex situation in the province, par-
ticipants of the workshop-consultation raised
concerns particularly the never-ending prob-
lems of the voters during election times. “How
about if there are cases that we are not al-
lowed to vote by some parties, where can we
go? This has been repeatedly happening in
the past,” said a worried Edmund Gumbahali
of the Consortium of Bangsamoro Civil Soci-
ety (CBCS).

Fr. Romeo Villanueva of the Justice, Peace and
Integrity of Creation Foundation is likewise
worried of the proliferation of firearms in Sulu
especially during election time. “COMELEC
should clarify on who are among the militias
are allowed to bring firearms. Because militia
is very generic terms, what is their definition of
militia?” he asked.

Others said that a massive information drive on
the process of election this 2010 should be
conducted. Many are expressing their appre-
hensions over the know-how not only of the
voters but as well as members of the election
inspectors in the use of the automated ma-
chines.  Partly answering those, Dr. Udjah
said this is where Task Force Kahanungan
should come in. He said TF-Kahanungan will
be composed of representatives from the CSOs,
NGOs, academe, COMELEC, AFP and PNP.

Besides BGen. Guerrero, other speakers dur-
ing the two-day consultation included Sr. Emma
I. Delgado representing Fr. Angel Calvo of
Peace Advocates Zamboanga (PAZ) on the
topic Peace Advocacy: A Prerequisite to Vio-
lence Prevention; ARMM’s Bureau of Public
Information Executive Secretary Ali G.
Macabalang on Media: An Instrument for Peace;
and a COMELEC representative on “Election:
A Democratic Way for Peace and Develop-
ment, Not A cause of Violence” among others.  

Sulu has more than 300,000 registered voters in
its two districts. The two-day workshop was
supported by Asia Foundation with the coor-
dination of ARMM’s Bureau of Public Informa-
tion and US Embassy in Manila. Ulangig
Mindanao, which was organized late last year,
is composed of some Tausug professionals,
technocrats and religious leaders. (Nung
Aljani)

Culture of Peace Reaches
Subanip a Student Leaders

THE Peace Advocates Zamboanga (PAZ)
through its youth arm Youth Solidarity
for Peace (YSP) conducted a Culture of
Peace Trainers Training to student lead-
ers of Loyola High School and nearby
schools, namely Olutanga National High
School and Subanipa National High
School last January 16 at the Municipal-
ity of Subanipa, Zamboanga Sibugay.

 
The Supreme Student Government (SSG) and

Peace Club officers of Loyola High School
spearheaded the conduct of the activity, which
aimed to instil in the minds and hearts of the
student leaders the culture of peace as against

the culture of violence. Moreover, it aimed to
better prepare the pool of facilitators for the
incoming interschool peace camp.

 
Various activities and sessions were integrated

in the trainers training, namely getting-to-know-
you, my Ideal Community and Peace camp,
Culture of Peace Orientation, Basic Founda-
tions of Leadership and Team as well as Fa-
cilitating Skills and Management. Moreover,
an actualization of lively games was held in
order to let the participants experience the
actual activity that will be used during the camps.

 
Radzma S. Jair, SSG President and Peace Club

Chairwoman, disclosed in the plenary ses-

sion that “the culture of peace trained us to be-
come effective leaders and peace advocates. It
is an avenue for us to understand who we are
and to be sensitive to the needs of others”.

 
Moreover, the COP TOT was designed to bring

out the best  of leadership skills of the students
for them to manage big group and design
framework for an effective structure for peace
camps. The facilitators coming from
Zamboanga City traveled overnight via a ferry
boat to reach the island which was once called
Snake Island.

 
Looking at the transformation of the students, “they

easily adopted the COP environment” shared

Albert Putong, YSP facilitator. He also pointed
out the basic necessity of being an effective
facilitator which is really to make things easier.
Meanwhile, Ariel Kenneth Cael shared that
“expectations will serve as guidelines and
challenges. Peace is about sacrifice. If one will
sacrifice for the welfare of many, peace will be
an inspiration”.

 
The Dominican sisters coordinated with PAZ for

the conduct of the activity. The students ex-
pressed commitment to continue upholding the
thrusts of the Culture of Peace and that it will
be used in their own personal lives.  (Aldrin B.
Abdurahim/Michael Britanico)
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NGOs, Religious and
Academicians Discuss Linkages

for Peace Education in WM
Communities

ZAMBOANGA CITY -

THE Grassroots Peace Learning Center (GPLC) of the Catholic Relief Services (CRS)
leveled up its program to strengthen linkages between members of the religious
sectors and the academe in pursuit of its grassroots peace learning course and
create local peace initiatives by holding a regional forum last January 12-14 at the
Mar cian Hotel, in this city.

Twenty-three participants from the GPLC
coming from the different areas of West-
ern Mindanao, religious sectors, and the
academe joined the assembly.

Separate forums among the members of the
sectors were done during the three-day
encounter.

“The forum together with the GPLC partici-
pants was on Jan. 12 while with the reli-
gious sectors was done on Jan 13, and
the academe on the 14”, Arweda Jalilul, a
GPLC participant and a Peace Advocates
Zambonga (PAZ) staff said.

Each forum came up with their local peace
initiatives, which each of the sectors had
in common. “We in the GPLC presented
and shared our local peace initiatives
which we have already done like peace
advocacy campaigns and conducting
various related peace activities, liveli-
hood assistance like what the
Katilingban para sa Kalambuan Inc. is
doing, land and housing assistance, sus-
tainable peace and development, peace
education to formal and non-formal sec-
tors. In terms of the religious sectors,
they presented their own platforms like
culture of dialogue from one of the par-
ticipants representing the Silsilah.” Jalilul

further explained.

“We are doing this in order for us to find
out what local peace initiatives we can
have for possible partnerships and link-
ages,” she added.

The GLPC participants included Peace
Advocates Zamboanga, Jabu-Jabu,
Katilingban para sa Kalambuan, Inc,
Kalambuan Homeowners Association,
Kalinaw Homeowners Association,
Nagdilaab Foundation of Basilan Prov-
ince, Namadqoon Adzuladzeem Foun-
dation of Basilan Province, Social Ac-
tion Ministry of Ipil, Zamboanga Del
Sur, Bacalan Peace Builders Associa-
tion, WESWAZPEN, Pigsalabukan
Bangsa-Subanon of Zamboanga Del
Norte, and the Catholic Relief Services.

The religious sector included Prof. Alih T.
Yacub of Golden Crescent Peace Cen-
ter, Pastor Julius Camannong, Pastor
Adelio Cangson, and Lenbard Ritada
of the Silsilah Dialogue. The academe
sector included Western Mindanao
State University’s Center for Peace and
Development, Social Development
Council of Ateneo de Zamboanga Uni-
versity, Department of Education,
Bacalan National High School, Campus

Ministry of Basilan State College, and
the Commission on Higher Education.

GPLC was formed through the initiatives
of the Filipino facilitators who attended
the International Peace Training in the

USA and applied it here in the Philip-
pines targeting the grassroots commu-
nities. It covered the areas of North
Cotabato in Central Mindanao and
Zamboanga Peninsula in Western
Mindanao.  (Ria Razel Zamora)

2010 Gregorian-Hijrah Calendar Aims to Promote
Interfaith Goodwill

Cont. on page 1 1/2010...

ZAMBOANGA CITY –

A LOCAL inter-religious group here has
once again produced a new issue of
Gregorian-Hijrah calendars for this
year.

For five years already, the Interreli-
gious Solidarity Movement for Peace
(IRSMP) continuously devoted its
commitment to propagate peace not
only locally but nationally through
the special calendar of the movement
which is made up of a mixed features
Gregorian (Christian) and Hijrah
(Muslim) calendar.

Prof. Ali T. Yacub who chairs the com-
mittee for the preparation for the mass
production of the Hijrah calendar for
this year, said non-Muslims,

Christiansand Lumads will be educated
regardingreligious festivities of the
Muslims, as these are featured in the
calendar.

“This will definitely educate non-Muslims
of the different feasts and religious

festivals in the country” he said.

In the Hijrah calendar it is not only the
Muslims holidays that can be found, but
the Christian and even the regular gov-
ernment holidays as well.

“This will really show the people of an in-
terreligious picture in the calendar” Prof.
Yacub said, who also the Director of the
Golden Crescent Peace Center, a com-
ponent of the movement.

The Hijrah-Gregorian calendar comes in a
colorful and attractive appearance, from
the images down to the number of days
and Bible and Qur’an quotations. The
large image at the upper portion of the
calendar depicts the faces of the differ-
ent youth of Mindanao who are calling
for peace and justice in this war-torn is-
land. The artwork was the 2009 winner
of the poster making contest of the
Bishop-Ulama Conference.  Its artist was
Nelvert Anino, from this city and a youth

volunteer of the Youth Solidarity
Movement for Peace.

Prof. Yacub revealed that this year the
listing of the different Muslim holidays
was improved not only with the reli-
gious but historical significance as
well.

The number of copies for this year was
doubled compared to the previous
year’s copies with only 5,000 copies. 
The calendar is distributed to differ-
ent places in the region, to include
government offices, schools,
churches and Mosque, business es-
tablishment, political leaders and to the
friends and supporters of the interre-
ligious movement.

Some of the calendars are also distrusted
to some of the foreign countries espe-
cially those who funded the Hijrah-
Gregorian calendar project.

“Now that Muslims, Christians and in-

VISITING officials and students of University Sains Malaysia break bread and ex-
change newfound friendships with members of the Inter-Religious Solidarity Move-
ment for Peace, Youth Solidarity for Peace and Peace Advocates Zamboanga during
a duwaa at the latter’s Solidarity Center last December 18.
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Arr est of an Abu Sayyaf Suspect Ravages His Poor Family
By Aileen Alam

ZAMBOANGA  CITY-

A CASE of forced disappearance has been
filed by the wife of Abu Sayyaf suspect
Roman Sahibban with the Commission
on Human Rights (CHR), whose sub-
sequent investigation revealed that her
husband was seized by elements of Phil-
ippine Air  Force intelligence unit from
the suspect’s store in Suterville street,
in this city.

On July 16, 2009 at around 4:00 P.M.,
Sahibban together with his children and
wife were busy attending their small
carinderia located  in Suterville, this city
when a white van stopped near them.
Six armed persons in civilian attire, who
did not identify themselves, forcibly
dragged Sahibban and took him inside
the vehicle. Before they sped away, told
Fatma to go to the police if she wants
to see her husband again.

Three of his children with his wife, Fatma
Abdurahman,  witnessed the incident.
In an interview, their daughter, Ferwina
cried as she recalled how his father was
arrested.  The family looked for Roman
for many days in police offices but
could not locate him anymore.

Atty. Frederick Ian S. Capin, acting re-

gional director of
CHR, said that
through his
office’s interces-
sion, Fatma was
finally able to
meet with her hus-
band on the day
he was flown to
Metro Manila for
detention and
prosection.

Before his arrest,
Sahibban and his
wife together their
six children lived
in a small ram-
shackle house at
San Jose Gusu,
near Barangay
Hall. Now that he
is far away from
them and unable
to provide for
them, his family
struggle to keep
body and soul to-
gether.

Ridzkan, his 13 year old son along with his
younger sister Ferwina serve as  bread-
winner of the family. These two young-
sters have stopped schooling to earn a

living – Ridzkan as a pedicab driver and
Ferwina as an occasional parking  aide.
Their mother is kept busy trying to get
all the help she could to help her hus-
band face his ongoing case.  The poor

is extremely poor, with practically no rela-
tives being able to help them cope.  They
have no single appliance in their wob-
bly, one-room house.

Sahibban is now lodged in the Metro Ma-
nila District Jail Camp in Bagong Diwa
Bicutan, Taguig City.  Assistant Regional
State Prosecutor  Peter L. Medalle said
Sahibban was arrested on the strength
of a warrant of arrest issued by the RTC-
Branch III, Jolo, Sulu under Criminal Case
No.815-3 for six counts of kidnapping
and serious illegal detention stemming
from the Sipadan, Malaysia kidnapping
of Western tourists and Filipinos in 2000.
Although only the name of Abu Sayyaf
leader Radulan Sahirrun is mentioned in
the warrant, a suspect like Sahibban may
be presumed to be one among the name-
less “et al.” suspects of the same war-
rant.

Prosecutor Medalle, who has been as-
signed to handle Abu Sayyaf cases for
sometime, said: “It is my role to screen
the arrested person...I don’t rely on the
assets of military.”

     
According to him, Sahibban was positively

identified by one of the state witnesses
in the Sipadan affair. In an interview with
PeaceWorks arranged by Medalle, the
witness said he was one of the victims
in the Sipadan incident. He alleged he
recognized the face of Sahibban in a con-
frontation after his arrest, since he saw
him in one of the Abu Sayyaf camps
during his captivity, though he did not
have the occasion to talk with the sus-
pect.  According to him, Sahibban acted
as one of the runners of the kidnappers,
delivering supplies and medicines.

     
The witness said that “when I was in

Radulan Sahirrun’s group, there I saw
Roman Sahibban aka Abu Omar. He was
called ‘Oms’ by his companions…I saw
him for more or less three weeks in
Bandang Talipao.”

But Abdurahman Sahibban, father of Ro-
man, said that he and his wife, Rosalia
Sahibban, together with their eight chil-
dren fled from Jolo immediately after it
was burned down during fightings be-
tween the Moro National Liberation
Front and Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines elements in 1974.  Attempting to
defend his son, the father said that since
1974 and until today none of his chil-
dren, including his son Roman, ever set
foot again in Jolo.

According to the CHR, Sahibban in plead-
ing innocence during his interrogation
said he was physically abused and was
forced to admit by his government cap-
tors that he was an Abu Sayyaf  mem-
ber.

     
On the average, our office received as

many as five to six cases of complaints
similar to that of Sahibban every year,
Atty. Capin said.

Women in W ar-Scarred V illages Learn
Eco-Friendly Farming

IN A sign that more farmers are hitching up to the call to practice sustainable and
environmentally-friendly agriculture, the various rural “peace and development

communities” (PDCs) in Western
Mindanao are acquiring technologies
provided by the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme through its ACT for
Peace’s Bio-Intensive Gardening- Food
Always In The Home (BIG FAITH)
project.

Thusly last January 26 – 29 some 30 farm-
ers and farmers’ wives from various
PDCs in the region attended a training
to acquire capacity-building as well as
skills in ecological farm planning and
production.   The training was held at
the Barangay Hall of Mangusu, one of
the 10 PDCs existing in Zamboanga City.

Hurayda Malik, PDC coordinator for the
city, said the initial four-day training will
be extended to include two more train-
ing sessions on February  22-24 and
March 23, all in the same venue with the
same participants.  Participants come
from PDCs located in Basilan,
Zamboanga del Sur, Zamboanga
Sibugay, Zamboanga del Norte and the
city.

The second training will deal with skills in
nursery management, herb production
and vermicomposting.  The third will be
on “green poultry and livestock”,
Hurayda said.

Cont. on page 1 1/Women...

The Sahibban family in their house in San Jose
Gusu, Zamnboanga City.

ACT for Peace
Programme’s PDC
coordinator
Hurayda Malik (left,
top photo) briefs
participants at the
start of the eco-
farming seminar in
Mangusu.  Below,
she supervises a
garments-sewing
seminar given by the
Programme in
Limpapa,
predominantly
Subanon community.
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GRP, MILF Negotiators Expect Enabling
Mechanisms To Be In Place Soon

By Darwin Wally Wee

ZAMBOANGA CITY –
THE government and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) expressed high hopes

for both parties to come upon a consensus as they are about to resume their second
round of peace talks in Kuala Lumpur in the latter part of January.

Both peace panels are expected to discuss
the key points of the would-be final
peace agreement. The scope of the ne-
gotiation will touch upon the issue es-
tral domain, and the wealth-sharing
scheme of bal, however, clarified that
there is no pre-determined timeline for
the discussion of the comprehensive
political settlement of the Moros, the
areas that will be part of their anc
Mohagher Iqbal, MILF chief negotiator,
said they have already finished drafting
their comprehensive peace compact,
which is expected to be studied by the
government peace panel.

Iq pact, even as he said that it is expected
to be very ticklish and lengthy.

For his part, Rafael Seguis, government
chief negotiator, said the government
panel has yet to gather all the inputs
from the series of consultations the gov-
ernment conducted in recent months

before crafting their own proposals.

“I would like to emphasize though that the
real work for us has just begun, and the
greater part still lies ahead. Even as we
continue to seek out substantial inputs
to the government’s position on the ne-
gotiations, we shall be presenting at the
negotiating table the essential points
drawn up in this assembly,” Seguis said
during a consultation here in December.

“We look forward to negotiating a com-
prehensive compact. While there would
be differences and difficulties which we
would encounter as we try to move for-
ward in this peace process, let us remain
focused on our shared goal and aspira-
tion,” he added.

As this developed, peace mechanisms
which involves the re-entry of foreign
peace-keeping troops and the joint gov-
ernment and Moro rebels forces, which

is task to run after syndicates in
Mindanao, are expected to be fully for-
malized within this month before both
parties will resume their talks.

Iqbal said they have already completed
their “more than 60-man workforce,”
which comprises the Coordinating Com-
mittee on the Cessation of Hostilities
(CCCH), Ad-hoc Joint Action Group
(AHJAG), and Local Monitoring Teams
(LMTs) on their mandates.

According to him, they anticipate the ar-
rival of more or less 30 Malaysian troops
in Mindanao to resume their mandate as
the head of the International Monitor-
ing Team (IMT), along with the coun-
tries of the Libya, Brunei, and Japan.

The government and the MILF they are
still waiting for a word from Norway and
Qatar, who were invited to be part of the
IMT.

In addition, the new entry of International
Committee of the Red Cross, Belgium-
based Nonviolent Peace Force, and the
Mindanao People’s Caucus in IMT,
which will focus on the protection of ci-
vilians in times of conflict, are also ex-

pected to be completed this month.

This announcement was also re-echoed by
Seguis, saying that the government and
MILF will have a meeting for the formu-
lation of the core group of AHJAG.

He said the government has appointed a
top military official based in this city to
head the government party in the AHJAG.

“All these mechanisms are expected to be
functioning this January,” Seguis said
in a separate interview.

AHJAG is seen as vital approach to run
after terrorist groups and kidnappers
whenever they are believed to be hiding
in the vicinity of the MILF camps, par-
ticularly in the island province of
Basilan, and Lanao del Norte, where ad-
duction incidents are on the rise. The
mechanism is also being used to pre-
vent misencounter between the two
forces, whenever the military will launch
operation against bandits.

The mandate of the IMT was not extended
while AHJAG was deactivated after the
negotiation collapsed on 2008 as the ter-
ritory deal that both parties was about
to sign was aborted following issuance
of the temporary restraining order of the
Supreme court. The high court eventu-
ally ruled the Memorandum of Agree-
ment on Ancestral Domain, which would
give political power and larger territory
to the Moros in Mindanao, as unconsti-
tutional.

Muslim Religious Leaders Hold
National Ulama Conference

DAVAO CITY –

BRITISH Ambassador Stephen Lillie said it was a “pleasure to see what started as an
ambitious vision being turned into reality” while Dr. Abu Hapsin, chair of the Forum for
Religious Harmony in Central Java, Indonesia, said he “would like to learn from the
Ulama here in dealing with their problems.” Both were talking about the National
Ulama Confernce of the Philippines (NUCP), an organization of  male and female
Muslim religious leaders, who have gathered here for the 3rd National Ulama Summit on
January 25 to 28. 

Lillie said this would bring a “positive difference
to the lives of Muslim society here” as the
Ulama “can play a very positive role in fostering
debate about what kind of peace people want
and to work for it.”

He said the country has a strong Catholic voice
and it is “just right for Muslims to have a strong
unified voice.”

He noted the challenges and opportunities where
NUCP “can play a very active role in
articulating Muslim hopes.”

The United Kingdom, he said, is supporting the
peace process between government and the
Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), citing its
membership in the International Contact Group
(ICG).

At least 300 male and female Muslim religious
leaders have gathered here for the National
Ulama Summit and the Regional Conference
of Aleemat (women Islamic scholars or leaders),
 signaling what Amina Rasul, convenor of the
Philippine Council for Islam and Democracy

(PCID), described as the “driving force to help
us the ummah (community) overcome
problems in attaining peace and development.”

The Summit’s theme is “A Common Word
Towards a Common Peace.”

Rasul said they hope to finally launch the NUCP
as an autonomous organization.

In the last two years, PCID and Magbassa Kita
Foundation have been assisting the ulama in
organizing what is now the NUCP, a network
of ulama organizations nationwide.  The British
and Dutch embassies helped the two
organizations in what they then referred to as
“Empowering the Ulama of the Philippines
Project.”

Rasul told a press conference Monday that 178
applications for membership in the NUCP have
been received, from the municipal, provincial,
and national levels.

“Our basis for interfaith dialogue and collaboration
thorugh a common word towards a common
peace; we of Mindanao’s different faiths and

cultures, we havre much in common. We love
God, we love each other as neighbors,” she
said.

Dr. Aboulkhair Tarason, NUCP chair, clarified
that the NUCP accepts as members only
organizations of ulama, not individuals.

Former Senator Santanina Rasul, executive
director of Magbassa Kita Foundation, said
the NUCP has made some inroads in that the

Senate last year “for the first time” consulted
the NUCP on appointments for the Shariah
courts.

“Before, wala” (none), she said.

Another example, she said, is the NUCP’s
signing a memorandum of agreement with
former Ambassador Tita de Villa, now chair
of the Parish Pastoral Council for

Cont. on page 1 1/Muslim...

MORO WOMEN POWER. A facilatator leads the discussion of the
aleemat (women Islamic scholars or leaders) during the National Ulama
Summit and Regional Conference of Aleemat on January 25 to 29 in
Davao City. MindaNews photo by Froilan Gallardo
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NGOs Set Agenda for Next President
MANILA, Philippines -

CITING disregard for the principles of separation of powers, checks and balances and
transparency arising from President Macapagal-Arroyo’s alleged determination to
hold on to power beyond 2010, civil society has presented a 40-point “development
and reform agenda” for the next administration.

The proposed reforms would help the next
President address the most serious prob-
lems the country is facing: “mal-gover-
nance, global economic crisis and cli-
mate change.”

Preferably, the agenda should be imple-
mented by Ms Arroyo’s successor dur-
ing the first three years of his or her term,
said the Caucus of Development NGO
Networks (Code-NGO), which groups
the country’s 12 biggest social devel-
opment networks.

In a paper furnished the Inquirer, Code-
NGO said its development and reform
agenda was “organized along four basic
pillars—ensuring empowerment and de-
mocratization, reducing poverty and in-
equality, building peace and promoting
a sustainable economy.”

The network’s policy recommendations
include the following:

• Limit the President’s appointive powers
in the Executive branch;

• Ensure that Cabinet appointments, as well
as those in Constitutional bodies, the
judiciary and state-owned firms are
transparent;

• Appoint a competent and credible Om-
budsman;

• Regulate the roles of the Armed Forces
and the Philippine National Police dur-
ing elections;

• Certify as urgent the Freedom of Informa-
tion bill in Congress;

• Push for the election of delegates to a
Constitutional Convention during the
next midterm elections;

• Ensure that the National Anti-Poverty
Commission has genuine NGO and
people’s organization representatives;

• Implement CARP extension with reforms
and respect the rights of women farmers
and fisherfolk;

• Set aside 15 kilometers of municipal
coastal waters for the exclusive use of
marginalized fisherfolk;

• Fast-track delineation and titling of in-

digenous people’s lands;
• Increase PhilHealth coverage among the

poorest and most vulnerable sectors;
• Institute a clear and rational population

policy;
• Pursue and sustain the peace process

with the Moro Islamic Liberation Front,
Communist Party of the Philippines/New
People’s Army, and the
Rebolusyonaryong Partido ng
Manggagawa-Mindanao;

• Stop the proliferation of small firearms;
• Certify as urgent the Disaster Risk Man-

agement Act;
• Work toward the speedy implementation

of the Climate Change Act of 2009;
• Bring back mining within the framework

of national sustainable development;
• Supplement the Internal Revenue Allot-

ment of LGUs with the President’s So-
cial Fund and other discretionary funds
of the Office of the President;

• Impose more “sin” and higher luxury taxes,
simplify the income tax system and en-
sure effective tax collection; and

• Form a Debt Audit Commission that will
scrutinize all public debts and contin-
gent liabilities.

According to Code-NGO, “the new admin-
istration is faced with the challenge of
taking the country out of one of the dark-
est periods in our history.”

“The current President has been consis-
tently marked by low approval and trust
ratings in the last four years by Filipi-
nos in all geographical areas and social
classes. This is not at all surprising
given that she has been hounded by a
string of high-level scandals,” noted
Code-NGO.

Other top government officials “have not
fared better in the court of public opin-
ion. Constitutional bodies such as the
Commission on Elections and crucial
agencies for accountability such as the
Ombudsman have been weakened.”

“The country’s new set of leaders must be

at the helm of the renewal of our politi-
cal institutions. The new administration
must commit itself to the cause of up-
holding transparency, civil service and
constitutional reforms, as well as genu-
ine people’s participation,” said Code-
NGO.

In the political arena, “we are in a demo-
cratic recession characterized by wide-
spread corruption, abuse of power in the
appointment of government executives,
lack of transparency and accountabil-
ity, inefficiency, and constricting space
for people participation.”

“This crisis in mal-governance stems from
our profound lack of sense of naional
culture that has impeded our progress
as a nation since time immemorial,” Code-
NGO said.

The global economic crisis, on the other
hand, “is affecting our exports, foreign
investments, overseas Filipino workers’
remittances, and ultimately, the jobs and
incomes of Filipinos. This is the worst

economic crisis since the 1930s and re-
covery from it will take several years.”

Climate change and other environmental
problems “have now combined to
worsen our natural disasters brought
about by typhoons and drought.”

“The next administration must clearly ad-
dress these problems,” said Code-NGO,
which is chaired by Anna Marie Karaos
of the Partnership of Philippine Support
Service Agencies.

In a statement, Code-NGO said it would
“strive to make the presidential and other
candidates in the coming polls study and
adopt its policy recommendations.”

The network held the “Civil Society Fo-
rum with 2010 Presidential Candidates”
at the Asian Institute of Management in
Makati City.

However, only Bro. Eddie Villanueva, Jesus
is Lord Fellowship head, and civil soci-
ety leader Nicanor Perlas took part in
the dialogue. (Reprinted from the Phil-
ippine Daily Inquirer)

founder’s choice.   The award was
started by Yacub in 1970 as a personal
project to motivate graduating high
school students, at first Muslims but
later Christians as well, to excel and go
on to complete college studies.  Since
then, he has given the award annually
to an increasing number of students of
several local schools.

A number of successful Muslim profes-
sionals in or from Zambanga today were
recipients of the award, Yacub noted.

When Yacub retired from WMSU last year,

Retired Professor ... where he taught English and was direc-
tor of its Public Affairs Office, he orga-
nized the Golden Crescent Peace Center,
with several prominent Muslim leaders
as officers and members.  The center’s
chief mission is to undertake community
development projects primarily through
education and peace-building.  It closely
works with the Inter-Religious Solidar-
ity Movement for Peace and Peace Ad-
vocates Zamboanga.

Yacub has also already officially informed
WMSU president Dr. Grace Rebollos
about the educational grant.

the President herself declare a national
day of mourning after the massacre and
has not her various spokesperson re-
peatedly condemned the hideous
crime?” the group asked.

But just a day after the Ilo-Ilo incident, an
anchorman in Iligan City was attacked
by a member of the local city council
while he was on air.

Richel Umel, a corresponded of the Philip-
pine Daily Inquirer and Iligan’s chapter
chairman of the NUJP, said the beating
happened after Albert Loyola of DXRJ
scrutinized the Sangguniang
Panlungsod Budget of 2009 that trig-
gered Iligan City Councilor Chonilo Ruiz
to “physically manhandle and maul the
broadcast journalist.”

Despite...

Cont. on next page/Despite...

He said the NUJP tried its best to contact
Ruiz for comment but to no avail.

Top officials of the NUJP and other media
groups said these incidents only reveal
in the loss of respect to laws and a con-
tinuing culture of impunity in the coun-
try.

Media groups are still reeling from the
effect of the Maguindanao massacre,
which caught the national and interna-
tional media groups by surprise.

Nestor P. Burgos Jr., NUJP national chair-
man, said the year 2009 will forever be
remembered as a year of unprecedented
tribulation for the Philippine press, with
the November 23 massacre in Ampatuan
town in Maguindanao making its grisly
mark in history as the worst ever attack

WMSU Center for Peace and Development director Dr. Marcy Carpizo (front)
leads the community singing at the close of a program at Plaza Pershing,
Zamboanga City last December 12, launching the local observance of
International Anti-Child  Trafficking Week.
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on the media.

Before the massacre, 104 Filipino journal-
ists had been murdered since 1986, 67 of
them under the administration of Presi-
dent Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo alone.
Only around five cases have resulted in
the conviction of the killers, though no
masterminds have yet to be arrested in
any of the murders, the NUJP said.

The NUJP recently set up a Justice Fund
project that “seeks to raise the neces-
sary finances that will help address the
needs of the families of the victims of
the massacre including a trauma coun-
seling program, the implementation of a
training program for the local media com-
munity and supporting the legal and
advocacy efforts to seek justice for the
victims.”

Burgos said the Justice Fund also aims to
build solidarity between media and the
public and to deepen public understand-
ing of factors that led to the massacre.

“The Justice Fund seeks to build aware-
ness not just on what happened in
Ampatuan, Maguindanao on November
23, 2009 but on the system that breeds
corruption, warlordism and political pa-
tronage which paved the way to the car-
nage,” he said.

“The Justice Fund also aspires to encour-
age a Press that is critical and ethical,
zealous of its rights and responsibilities,”
he added. (Darwin T. Wee)

Despite...

digenous peoples can easily know what
and when their respective holidays are,
they will appreciate the effort that we
are giving about correct information.
There will be no more confusion as to
when is the fasting and when is the end-
ing of the fasting and even the non-
Muslims begin to know the prayer of
the Muslims “ he elaborated. (Albert F.
Arcilla)

2010...

A fourth training will be conducted in April
for former members of the Moro National
Liberation Front (MNLF) residing at the
newly-developed PDC village in Eleven
Islands.  The training will be on aquac-
ulture production.

The techno transfer project is jointly spon-
sored by ACT for Peace and
GreendMinds, a Cagayan de Oro-based
non-government organization, Malik re-
vealed.   It involves much hands-on ac-
tivities by the participants.

GreenMinds was organized and is headed
by a team of agriculture professionals
who hail from indigenous communities
in Northern Mindanao.  The NGO has
been propagating eco-friendly agri and
aqua technologies throughout
Mindanao in the past eight seven years,
with the ultimate aim of strengthening
the economic security of rural communi-
ties, said GreenMinds development con-
sultant Fernando “Datu Dalangpaman”
Bermoy, who headed its training team to
Mangusu.

In December last year, ACT for Peace also
sponsored two simultaneous and sepa-
rate trainings in sewing for over 60
women members belonging to the PDCs
in Labuan and Limpapa barangays in the
city, Malik disclosed.  The women
learned how to sew garments, bags, nov-
elty items and linen made of textile. The
hands-on training was conducted by
trainors from the Technology Education
Service and Development Authority
(TESDA).

Aside from the training, ACT for Peace also
donated sewing machines and provided
start-up business capital to their
women’s associations.  Every PDC has
a women’s association as one of its four
regular organizations, Malik said.

The PDCs have been organized in villages
that experienced high levels of armed
hostilities between MNLF fighters and

Women... government troops in the over 30-year
period preceding the signing of a com-
prehensive peace agreement between
the Bangsamoro rebels and the Philip-
pine government in 1996.

Responsible Voting (PPCRV) , to help
ensure clean and honest elections in
the Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (ARMM).

She said Muslims are tired of being told
the ARMM is the “cheating capital of the
Philippines.”

She also said the NUCP was among the first
groups that denounced the Ampatuan
Massacre of November 23, 2009.

Anisa Taha Arab, program officer of the
Campus Ministry office at the Notre
Dame University and co-chair of the
Noor-us-Salaam (Keepers of Faith)
Cotabato City chapter said they plan to
help educate voters and members of

Muslim...

the Board of Election Inspectors “on
how to be a responsible and honest
voter, candidate , or BEI.”

Arab said that in the Notre Dame
University, “we are using the peace
module in the formation of our Muslim
and Christian students.”

She said they  use the module in “every
program we have” and that it
“contributes much in explaining to the
students that we have to be united - not
to be divided by faith and cultures. We
have to rebuild our society.”

Former Senator Rasul said the Ulama
elected 15 members of the board and
that two women sit as board members.  

“This is the only board of ulama in the
Muslim world that has women sitting in the
board,” she said, adding that while the
women religious leaders do not want to be
out of the NUCP, the women have
organized a women’s wing — the Noor-us
Salam. (MindaNews)

Ambassador Rafael Seguis ofthe
Zamboanguenos’firm stand on the on-
going peace process in Mindanao.

Lobregat stressed that “it has also been
the consistent view of the city and its
residents that one of the crucial
foundations for any peace process is that
it should be based on true, genuine and
meaningful public consultations not only
with local government officials but also
with the stakeholders and all sectors of
the society, to include the indigenous
cultural communities, religious leaders,
academe, non-government organizations,
the business communities, social and civic
organizations, youth and the like.”

Meanwhile, WMSU-CPD director Dr.
Marcelina Carpizo said the peace process
consultation is important in the lives to
the regions’ people because “whatever is
happening in our region, we are very much
affected and having a representative in this

Zamboanga del Norte... consultation such as our local government
unit who will be the ones who will voice
out and serve as the sentiments of the
people with regards with the on-going
peace process negotiation.”

She further added that after the
consultation in Dipolog City, the same
organizing committee will hold the third
consultation in the city which will be
participated by local chief executives of
Basilan, Sulu and Tawi-tawi.

Aside from the 40 local chief
executives who attended the consultation,
five personnel of WMSU and PAZ were
chosen by OPAPP to prepare and facilitate
the consultative meetings with the
different chief executives of Zamboanga
del Norte and Dipolog City. The facilitators
were Dr. Carpizo as head of the facilitating
committee, Dr. Rufina Cruz-College of
Liberal Arts,  Abdul Baqui-Berik-WMSU-
CPD, Allain Paragas and Rommel Anthony
Melad of WMSU-HANDOG office.
(Kikay Taola)

DESPITE decades of logging during the previous century, thick virgin forests still cover thousands of hectares in the highlands of Zamboanga City, where its much-prized
watershed area provides vital potable water to the lowlands.   The pictures above show a forest canopy and a small pond of lotus plants both located within the 1,700-
hectare reservation of Western Mindanao State University, where its forestry students do field and laboratory work.


